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Resilience in Uncertain Times: The Role of National Associations in Crises 

Time: Wednesday, 1 June 2022, 14.00-18.00 CET, followed by a dinner 

Venue: In-person, Impact Hub Barcelona, Carrer Doctor Trueta, 113, Barcelona 

Target: National association members only 

Summary 
Uncertainty has become the new normal for European philanthropy. These past 
two years, national associations have been living through two consecutive crises, 
navigating through fog, thunderstorms and occasional beams of sunshine. These 
occasional beams of sunshine were the tremendous level of mobilisation of 
funders and donors’ networks in response to the pandemic and, most recently, to 
the war in Ukraine. We have seen unprecedented solidarity with Ukraine – from 
Warsaw to Lisbon, from Stockholm to Antalya. The Ukraine war is one of the 
deadliest and most devastating conflicts Europe has experienced since World War 
II. 

This Summer Meeting will follow the first Philea Forum, dedicated to 
philanthropy’s united action, and will offer a space for reflection and connection – 
so much needed after months when we were forced to collaborate from behind 
the screen. 

We have built the programme on the experience we all had throughout the Covid-
19 pandemic and more recently with the Ukraine crisis:  

• What have we learned as national associations about how to tackle urgent 
crisis situations?  

• What needs to change in the way we handle huge, systemic crises?  

We will hear a couple of examples and have time to exchange emerging practices, 
trends and challenges in European philanthropy in order to use this safe space to 
surface learnings, new ideas and also broader questions that we need to tackle 
jointly. 

Furthermore, we will dedicate a session to the protection of the enabling 
environment for civil society and philanthropy, something which has never been 
more urgent than it is today. 

After an intense peer exchange and discussion, you are warmly invited to join us for 
a farewell dinner with wine and tapas. 

 

 
 



 
 

 3 

Resilience in Uncertain Times: The Role of National Associations in Crises 

 

Resilience in Uncertain Times 
The Role of National Associations in 
Crises 
 



 
 

 4 
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Agenda 

 
                                                          

 

14:30 

 

Welcome coffee 

• Carola Carazzone, Assifero 

• Delphine Moralis, Philea 

• Max von Abendroth, former Dafne 

 

14:50 

 

 

Agenda & framing of the Summer Meeting 

 

15:00 

 

 

Resilience in Uncertain Times: The Role of National 
Associations in Crises 

Peer exchange focusing on lessons learned & the way 
forward 

• Inspiring pan-European collaboration and action 
through www.philanthropyforukraine.eu 
platform, Jean-Marc Pautras, Centre Français des 
Fonds et Fondations 

• Poland taking centre stage during the Ukraine 
war: view from civil society, Magdalena Pękacka, 
Polish Donors Forum 

• Mobilising resources, coordinating actions, 
Kirsten Hommelhoff, German Association of 
Foundations 

 

15:20 

 

Deep dive discussions  

 

15:55 

 

Resilient Civil Society, Resilient Europe? Why Protecting 
an Enabling Environment for Philanthropy and Civil 
Society is More Urgent than Ever 
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• Hanna Surmatz and Hanna Hanses, Philea 

• Pascale Van Durme, Belgian Federation of 
Philanthropic Foundations 

 

16:40 

 

Networking coffee 

 

17:00 

 

 

Emerging Trends, Practices and Challenges in 
European Philanthropy 
Sharing the outcomes of the Europe-wide survey of 
national associations followed by a Q&A 

Hanna Stähle, Philea 

 

17:40 

 

#WhenWeUnite - Telling the story of philanthropy 

Angela Pauly, Philea 

 

 

17:50 

 

 

 

Philanthropy Today and Tomorrow: Navigating Through 
Fog and Thunderstorms 

Group energiser followed by national associations’ 
lightening talks and in-depth discussion 

• Building a community philanthropy movement 
in Spain, Rosa Gallego, Spanish Association of 
Foundations 

• Tackling climate crisis: building, growing and 
maintaining a coalition in Italy, Carola Carazzone 
and Francesca Mereta, Assifero 

• Mental health and societal wellbeing, Suzana 
Djordjevic, Hemofarm Foundation, Serbian 
Philanthropy Forum 

 

18:30 

 

Closing and walk to the restaurant 
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19:00 

 

Dinner 

About the organisers  
 

 

We are the voice of European philanthropy. Our purpose is to harness its 
immense multidimensional potential. 
 
Philanthropy Europe Association (Philea) nurtures a diverse and inclusive 
ecosystem of foundations, philanthropic organisations and networks in over 
30 countries that work for the common good. We unite over 10,000 public-
benefit foundations that seek to improve life for people and communities in 
Europe and around the world. 
 
We want to inspire, connect and represent the European philanthropy sector 
and enhance its role as a credible and trustworthy partner, today and 
tomorrow. We foster collaboration in order to increase synergies, scale up 
innovation and use our voice to impact policy that enables positive change 
 
We believe that philanthropy in Europe plays a unique, risk-taking role in 
sparking innovation and acting as a catalyst for good. 
 
We want to connect citizens and communities with philanthropic 
organisations and contribute to building more resilient, sustainable and just 
societies.  
www.philea.eu 
 
Contact 
 
For more information, please contact Hanna Stähle, Philea, at  
hanna.staehle@philea.eu. 
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